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Jim Bidlack, a biology professor at the University of Central Oklahoma, said he and a group of students have been studying how to make electricity from carrots, two pieces of glass and a pencil. 

Although it is not yet possible to energize an entire house using carrots, it is possible to get a few volts of electricity, he said. 

This is one of the many research projects Bidlack is working on. With a team of students, Bidlack is also studying how to tell the difference between crab meat and imitation crab meat. It will be a lab exercise next week for his new cell physiology class that he is teaching for the first time this semester. 

Kenyatta Smith, a biology education graduate student at UCO, is creating the lab exercise with a team of undergraduates while Bidlack advises them. Bidlack and Smith determined how fast protein from the two kinds of meat moved through a gel. The larger protein belonging to the real crab meat would move slower than the fake protein, Smith said. 

“Size does matter in the migration of crab meets,” Bidlack said jokingly. 

Bidlack also has been studying pigeon peas for 10 years. He said the peas are good for farmers because they give off nitrogen, which turns into fertilizer. Bidlack said three farmers in Oklahoma are using them for fertilizer and to prevent erosion. 

“They taste awful; the cows won’t even eat them,” he said. 

Bidlack is president of the Metabolism Foundation located in Edmond.  The educator is also past president of the UCO American Association of University Professors and faculty sponsor for Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity and Circle K International, as well as past sponsor for the Mortar Board Honor Society. 

UCO biology student Kevin Pargeter said Bidlack is one of the best biology instructor at UCO. Pargeter said Bidlack combines his humor and intelligence to deliver his lectures. 

“He is really funny,” Pargeter said 

Bidlack said he would like to be remembered as a good husband, father and Christian. 

He said he is most proud of his daughter, who is almost a year old, and his wife.
