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Iguana Gives New Meaning To 'Teacher's Pet'



By ROY HOWE
UCO News Bureau



An impressive rapport with University of Central Oklahoma students, faculty and staff keeps Assistant Professor of Biology Jim Bidlack popular both in the classroom and about campus. 

But the true teacher's pet would be his free-roaming iguana, Elm. 

Until recently, the lizard lay content in a cage hanging over Bidlack's desk. Once free to roam the biology laboratories, Elm now stays home because the winter months at the university were too cool to allow the heat-loving lizard the warmth he needs. 

Elm visits freshman biology classes twice a semester, Bidlack said. 

"During the day, he has free roam of the home. He's a handful," Bidlack said. "More than once I've come home to find the cats hiding in the top of the closet. He's got a mean-swinging tail." 

As testament to his classroom camaraderie, Bidlack bought the now 2-year-old lizard from a former student. It was a teacher/student type relationship that resulted in Bidlack being approached by fraternity members of the UCO chapter of Alpha Tau Omega to sponsor their organization. This semester will mark Bidlack's fourth as ATO faculty sponsor. 

Aside from teaching four biology sections per semester, instructing master's theses and sponsoring undergraduate research, Bidlack, 35, has served as UCO's faculty-organized American Association of University Professors president. He's also served as a member of the university sanctioned Faculty Senate and on the university's graduate council. 

With his many campus activities and a life to live off campus, Bidlack's priorities remain with his students. 

"My goal in life is to find the right balance between a professional life and a life at home. It's so tempting to choose the students first who really need your time and attention when, at the same time, people outside of the university need that same time and attention," he said. 

"I always end up choosing the students," he said. "It's one thing to teach a student photosynthesis, and another to resolve a crisis at home. The former can be a lot easier to tackle." 

An Edmond resident, Bidlack came to UCO six years ago after receiving his doctorate at Iowa State University in Ames. 

Although his extensive plant research is varied, recent studies he conducted on legume nitrogen fixation, captured statewide attention - a research project he first conducted on the rooftop of the university's Howell Hall. 

In that study, he found that wheat farmers could make use of and help fertilize their barren fields during the summer months with the legume.

